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T HIS plain diſcourſe is preſented to the pub- 
lic in compliance with the repeated deſires of 
many Chriſtians, whom TI value, and whom I am 


called to ſerve in the goſpel of Feſus Chriſt, 


Jam very ſenfible, that nothing of mine can be 
free from various imperfections; but as many 
writings have been uſeful, which have not excelled, 
T hope, that this ſermon, which was acceptable 
from the pulpit, may not be unuſeful from the 
preſs ; ſeeing the —_ ries propoſed, and the ex- 
hortations enforced, are faſten le and impor- 
tant. 


There is an awful wo denounced againſt 
thoſe watchmen, who neg let to give the people warn- 
ing. So that if I have ſpoke with ſome freedom, 
it was becauſe the caſe required it; and if any 
thing contained in the following pages may be 
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The PREFACE. 


bleſſed by God, to awaken in the minds of men a 
ſerious thoughtfulneſs, and to promote faith and 
purity, I ſhall obtain my end, think my pains 
abundantly recompenſed, and ſhall be entirely eaſy 
under any cenſure, that may be caſt upon the 
performance, 
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ZEPHANIAH 


(is 1 


ZEPHANIAH II. 1, 2, 3. 


Gather your ſelves together, yea, gather your 

ſelves, O nation not deſired; 

Before the decree bring forth, before the day paſs, 
as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the Lord 
come upon you, before the day of the Lords 
anger come upon you. 

Seek you the Lord, all you meek of the earth, which 

Have wrought his judgment; ſeek righteouſ- 
neſs, ſeek meekneſs : 1t may be you ſhall be hid 
inthe day of the Lords anger. 


& | HE voice of public authority on this 
day calls us to humble our ſelves before 
the Lord, to acknowledge and lament 

our perſonal and national fins, to deprecate thoſe 
judgments, to which by our iniquities we have 
rendered our ſelves obnoxious, to beg the re- 
moval of thoſe evils, which we already feel, 
and to implore the divine aid and protection, 
that we may be kept from falling a prey into 
the hands of our enemies. 

The command, which for this purpoſe, we 
have received from his Majeſty, is highly juſt, 
and reaſonable, and ought with the greateſt 
readineſs to be complied with, as it fully anſwers, 

1 | and 
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and may be faid to be a kind of echo to the 
call of divine providence. | 

It is very evident, that the diſpenſations of 
providence are little regarded by us, and that 
the generality of perſonsare ſcarce at all concern- 
ed either to praiſe God for his mercies, or to 
deprecate the calamities, which they have rea- 
ſon to fear will fall upon them. 

We have, for many years, been favoured with 
a conſtant uninterrupted ſucceſſion of national 
bleſſings ; What has been our behaviour in the en- 
joyment of them? What returns have we made 
to God for them ? Surely, when we ſeriouſly re- 
fle& upon our unthankfulneſs and ingratitude, 
conſider, how vilely we have abuſed, and grown 
wanton under the rich mercies beſtowed upon us, 
we may juſtly fear, that unleſs we break off our 
fins by repentance, the forbearance of God 
will ſoon draw to a concluſion. e 

Every diligent ſerious obſerver of events can- 
not, but be ſenſible, that the moſt High ſeems 
in the preſent day to have a controverſy with 
this land; the hand of his vengeance has for 
ſome time been lifted up, and nothing but 
amazing patience has hitherto ſuſpended, and 
kept it from falling upon us with ſuch a weight, 
as would have cruſhed us to pieces. We have 


already taſted of the effects of the divine reſent- 
e ment: the damage, which our ſhipping has re- 
ceived from violent ſtorms, the uncommon ſe- 


verity of the late winter, and ſpring, the great 


ſcarcity of all ſorts of proviſion, and the vaſt 
diſtreſs, 
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diſtreſs, which many thouſand families have 
thereby been reduced to; theſe things attended 
with an expenſive war, which, though abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, muſt be highly prejudicial to 
our trade and commerce, the very life of this 
nation, are indeed very grievous judgments, 
and yet as grievous as they are, unleſs there be 
a national repentance, there is abundant reaſon 
to fear, that they are only the beginnings of 
| ſorrow and prelibations of ſtill ſeverer and more 


_ dreadful tokens of divine diſpleaſure againſt us. 


Who can be unmoved, and unaffected, when 
they think of the moſt terrible inundations, 
which have laid waſte and deſolate large tracts 
of land in neighbouring countries? And tho 


God has, in this reſpect, been more favourable. 


to us; yet the diſmal effects of inundation, 
which ſome parts of England have felt, ſhould 
awaken in our minds a ſerious thoughtfulneſs, 
and excite us to prepare to meet the Lord in th 
way of his judgments. e NE OO 
When the Almighty is ſending abroad his 
judgments, he calls men to repent of their 
wickedneſs, to amend their ways, and doings, 
and to return to him, from whom they have 
revolted *. This is the proper language of ſuch 
providences; ſome are thereby taught righte- 
ouſneſs, but others remain impenitent, obſtinate- 
ly perſiſt in their rebellion, and whilſt the ſu- 


preme majeſty of heaven and earth is ſhaking the 


rod of his vengeance over their heads, they ſeem 
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to bid him defiance. When this is thecaſe with 
the generallity of a nation, and people, they 
are ripening apace for deſtruction: The Lord 
indeed is gracious and merciful, patient and 
long-ſuffering, but then he is equally holy, 
juſt, and righteous, and we may be aſſured, 
that when all mercies are abuſed, when all 
threatnings are ſlighted, when all warnings are 
deſpiſed, and when all impending judgments | 
are ridiculed, and laughed at, by a nation 1n 
general, the Lord of hoſts will cer long diſplay 
his juſtice, and power in their deſtruction. 
There is not the leaſt room to ſuppoſe, that 
a true perſonal repentance is meritorious of the 
ſpiritual ſalvation of thoſe, who are partakers 
of it; nor can it be juſtly imagined, that a na- 
tional repentance does in any degree merit a na- 
tional temporal falvation ; however it is apparent 
from ſcripture, that God in bis infinite wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs has been pleaſed to fix a con- 
nection betwixt repentance and falvation, and 
that as the latter cannot be expected without 
the former, ſo, on the other hand, when perſons 


obtain the former, repentance, they have juſt 


reaſon to hope for the latter, ſalvation. The 
whole tenor of the goſpel ſhews, that whoſoever 
is endowed with the grace of repentance, ſhall 


be exempted from everlaſting miſery, and there 
are not wanting in ſcripture examples, in which 
we find, that national judgments have been kept 


from falling on a people, upon their repenting 
and humbling themſelves before the Lord ; the 
caſe of Nineveh, n in the book of Jonah, 
18 
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is a moſt remarkable inſtance hereof. The Ni- 
nevites, at the preaching of Jonah, cried mighti- 
ly to God, he took compaſſion upon them, 
and averted the judgment, which by the 
prophet had been denounced againſt them. 
The work of humiliation, which the Ninevites 
performed- fo ſucceſsfully, we are now called 
to engage in ; the Lord grant, that we may be 
enabled to peform it in the ſame acceptable man- 
ner, and with the like ſucceſs. That through 
a divine bleſſing I may be inſtrumental to pro- 


mote ſuch a good deſign and work, I have made 


Choice of the words of the prophet Zephaniah 
now read, as being in many reſpects ſuited the 
occaſion of our preſent meeting. 

It is generally agreed by interpreters, that the 
prophet Zephaniah lived, but a ſhort time be- 


fore the Babyloniſh captivity, he begins his pro- 
phecy with foretelling thoſe awful terrible judg- © 


ments, which were juſt ready to fall upon Judah 


and. Jeruſalem, and then with great earneſtneſs 


calls this ſinful people to a _ repentance, ,..” 


that at length they might obtain favour in the 


ſight of God. The greateſt part of the firſt 
chapter is taken up in deſcribing the general de- 
ſolation, that was coming upon them for the 
groſs iniquities which abounded in the land. 
The prophet repreſenting the deſtruction of Je- 


ruſalem, by the Chaldeans, declares, that the 


Lord would conſume all things from off the 

land *, that their goods ſhould be ſpoiled, and 

B plun- 
Chap. i. 2, 13, 17. 
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plundered, and that their blood ſhould be poured 
. out, as duſt, and their fleſh as dung. Whilſt he is 


. denouncing againſt them theſe ſore judgments, he 
ſets before them an account of thoſe enormous 
crimes, which were the procuring cauſe of theſe 
deſolations: Some of them are charged with 
the moſt abominable open idolatry : Among the 
inhabitants of, Jeruſalem there was a remnant 

of Baal, who worſhipped the hoſt of heaven 

17 upon the houſe tops; and others of them, who 

did not proceed ſo far, were guilty of groſs 

/ corruption of worſhip, for at the ſame time 

they ſwore by the Lord, they alſo ſwore by 

Malcham *. Some are charged with Atheiſm : 

12 They did not ſeek the Lord, nor did they en- 

» , quire for him: Thoſe of the higher rank are 
charged with luxury, and pride in apparel ; 
| *. ſome with oppreſſion, they filled their maſters 

f.* houſes with violence and deceit +; and 

woe find, that ſome of them blaſphemouſly 
denied the providence of God, and excluded 

©... Him from having any ſhare in the government 
of the world. Theſe are ſome of thoſe heinous 
fins, which provoked the Lord to take vengeance 
upon them. | 
The prophet having ſet their ſins in order be- 
fore them, and having denounced the wrath 
of God againſt them, he begins the ſecond 
chapter with a molt affectionate call to repen- 
tance, that they might eſcape impending judg- 
ments, Gather your ſelves together, yea gather 
| your 


* Ver. 4, 5 6, 8. + Ver. 9, I2, 15, 16, 17. 
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your ſelves, O nation not deſired : Before the 
decree bring forth, &c. 

They were a people, who by their iniquities 
had deſerved the ſevereſt puniſhment, and yet 
the Lord ſeemed loth to give them up entirely, 
and therefore time after time he ſent his prophets 
to warn them of the approaching deſolations. 
When God deals thus tenderly with a people, 
and they are not hereby brought to repentance, 
they muſt become altogether inexcuſable, and 
his juſtice is eminently conſpicuous in their ruin, 
and deſtruction. The words of the text may 
be divided into two branches; we may ob- 
ſerve, x 

A general call or exhortation to the Jewiſh 
nation, and a particular addreſs to the humble 
and pious among them. | 


I. We may obſerve a general call or exhor- 
tation to the Jewiſh nation: They are exhorted 
to gather themſelves together, yea to gather 
themſelves. In treating on this branch of the 
text, I ſhall conſider, the character of the peo- 
ple to whom the call is given, and explain the 
duty, which they are called to perform ; and take 
notice of the motive, brought by the prophet, 
to excite them to a ſpeedy compliance with the 


duty. 


They bear the character of a nation not deſired : 
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The word, in the “ original, is by expoſitors 
underſtood in two different ſenſes; ſome under- 
ſand it in an active ſenſe and render it © not deſir- 


ing; others underſtand it in a paſſive ſenſe, and 
follow our tranſlation, not deſired: It being al- 
lowed, that the Hebrew word will admit of ei- 
ther of theſe ſenſes, andthey are not inconſiſtent, 
can ſee no juſt reaſon, why both may not be 
included. 1 
| _ The Jewiſh nation were a people not deſirous 
of their own good and welfare, they had no 
concern to obtain an intereſt in the divine fa- 
vour; they were greatly polluted, and had no 
inclination to repentance and reformation, and 
this being their wretched Rate, they were a na- 
tion not defired, not amiable in the ſight of 
God, they had nothing to recommend them ta 
his eſteem, and regard; but, on the other hand, 
their forgetfulneſs of God and groſs violations 
of his law, expoſed them to his vengeance. 
Whilſt the Jewiſh nation walked in the com- 
mandments of the Lord their God, he delighted 
in them, and rejoiced over them to do them 
good ; but when they revolted, and caſt off their 
allegiance, they were caſt out of the favour of 
God, and became a nation not defired by him. 
This character is not to be confined to the re- 
bellious Jews, it is applicable to all thoſe political 
bodies of people, who apoſtatize from God, 
and abandon his fervice, and unleſs there be a 
ſpeedy ſtop put to the growing e 
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this land, the character may with the higheſt 
juſtice be applied to us. How ſmall is the num- 
ber among us, who have any real hearty defires / 
after an intereſt in the divine favour? How | 
few, comparatively, have any concern or thought 
about the enjoyment of the gracious preſence of ³ 
God? What a woful general declenſion from 
the ways of righteouſneſs is viſible in this na- 
tion? What little regard is paid to the duties 
of religion, and worſhip? And ſeeing ſuch a 
diſmal neglect of God and his ſervice enters into ̃ 
our character, we may with great reaſon fear, 
that without repentance, we ſhall ſoon be caſt 
off, as a people not defired by God: We have 
rendered ourſelves odious in his fight by our re- 
bellion and ingratitude, he has given us warn- 
ing upon warning, and ſeems unwilling wholly 
to forſake us, we are ſtill monuments of his 
ſparing mercy. Oh! that in this our day we 
may be perſuaded to mind the things which be- 


2, I ſhall explain the nature of the duty, 
which the rebellious Jews are called to per- 
form; Gather your ſelves together, yea gather 
your ſelves. . The word in the “ original, 
which is tranſlated, * gather, not only fignifies 
to meet and aſſemble together, but alſo to 
ſearch, and to make a diligent enquiry, this in- 
terpretation 1s juſtified by the concurrent teſti- 
mony of judicious expoſitors. Accordingly the 
Jews are here exhorted not only to mect gs q 
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ther in a ſolemn aſſembly, but alſo being fo 
met to make a ſtrict enquiry into themſelves to 


know, what thoſe fins were, which expoſed 


them to the dreadful effects of the divine reſent- 


ment. 
(..) In a ſeaſon of public calamities, and 


when a people are threatened with deſolating 
| + judgments, they are called to meet together 
with great ſolemnity. The Lord fays by his 


prophet Joel ®, Sanctify a faſt, call a ſolemn 
aſſembly, gather the people, and ſanctify the 
congregation.” Hence it is evident, that when 
calamities, either felt or feared, are of a general 
nature, it is not ſufficient in God's account to 
humble ourſelves before him in the cloſet ; but 
there ſhould likewiſe be a public profeſſion of 
repentance. None, who are capable of giving 
their attendance, ſhould be abſent from theſe 
ſolemn aſſemblies, but all ſhould with the ut- 
moſt readineſs join in the public acts of humi- 
liation, and in pleading with God, that national 
judgments may be averted, and preſent cala- 
mities may be removed. Private perſonal fins 


- ſhould be confeſſed and bewailed before God 


in private; but public national fins, which the 


4 generality of a people are chargeable with, ſhould 


be lamented and repented of by them met toge- 
ther in a body; and that they may engage in this 
work witha ſuitable frame and diſpoſition of ſpirit; 
1 IR is neceſſary that they make a ſtrict 

ſearch, and a narrow enquiry into themſelves. 
When 


ag Joel 1, 15 
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be angry againſt them, and then every one 
ſhould examine, wherein he has contributed 
to that common guilt, which has expoſed the 
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When a people are called together upon theſe 
ſolemn occaſions, they are called to enquire, 
what national fins have ſtirred up the Lord to 


nation to divine vengeance. 
[1.] They are called to ſearch, and enquire, 

what national fins may have ſtirred up the Lord 

to be angry againſt them. The prophet in the 


former chapter had denounced heavy judgments 


againſt the Jews for their idolatry, oppreſſions, 


prophaneneſs, infidelity, and atheiſm, and in my 


text he exhorts them to ſearch, whether the 
charge was well- grounded, and whether thoſe 


things were ſo or not. 


We are now called to make the like enquiry 
concerning our national fins, and that you may 
be the better enabled to perform the duty in- 


cumbent upon you, I ſhall propoſe to you ſe- 


veral heads of enquiry relating to infidelity, ſu- 
perſtition, and wilful ignorance, the neglect of 
public and private worſhip, prophaneneſs and 
impieties of all kinds. EE >, Ml 
I begin with the firſt head of enquiry relating / | 
to infidelity, We bear the name of a Chriſtian *} 
nation, but was ever infidelity more prevailing, 
and rampant, in any land, that bore that cha- 
racter, than in this? What vile attempts have 
been made by ſome to diſparage, and to ſet 
aſide the whole of the Chriſtian revelation ? And 
how greedily have their blaſphemous reflections 
| upon 
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upon the bible been ſucked in by the riſing ge- 
neration? ' Whilſt ſome have been making rude 


attacks upon the divine authority of the holy 
|. ſcriptures; what a multitude of readers, and 
& admirers, have they found in almoſt every part 
of the land, when the advocates for Chriſtianity 


have ſcarce been able to obtain an audience ? 
Is it not apparent, that the generality of thoſe, 
who would be thought to be of the politer fort, 
greatly value themſelves upon their being able to 
ridicule, and banter the facred writings? Is 
there not among us a conſiderable growing 
number, who prefer the writings of heathen 
authors, before the writings of the prophets and 
apoſtles? Is it not eſteemed by many a kind of 
genteel qualification, and an high accompliſh- 
ment, to be capable of turning that book into 
a jeſt, which has been confirmed by many 
inconteſtable miracles ? Is it not the am- 
bition of many in this part of the world, to 
diſtinguiſh themſelves by caſting an open con- 
tempt upon that ſacred word, which came by 
divine inſpiration? And are not theſe things 
a full evidence, that infidelity is ruſhing in upon 
us with a mighty torrent. But then beſides theſe 
groſſer infidels who reject and diſpiſe the whole 
of Chriſtianity; is there not an increaſing num- 
ber among us, in this land, who whilſt they 
profeſs to believe the bible to be the word of 
God, do nevertheleſs oppoſe and vilify ſome 
of the molt important articles of the Chriſtian 
faith? Such as are acquainted with the oy 
0 
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of the preſent age cannot but know, that the 
peculiar doctrines of the goſpel are therein com- 
monly rejected, and often treated with contempt. 
The proper Deity of our Redeemer, and Sanctifier 
is denied by ſome; the operations of the holy 
Spirit, as a Spirit of ſupplication and conſolation 
are exploded by others, and ſuch, as endeavour 
to plead for them are ſcornfully branded with 
enthuſiaſm : The doctrine of juſtification by 
the imputed righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt; the 
freeneſs, ſovereignty, and efficacy of divine 
grace, and the infinite value of the ſacrifice 
offered by Chriſt, have met with the ſame con- 
temptuous treatment, Whilſt ſome have at 
once renounced the divine authority of the bible, 
others have been endeavouring to ſap, and un- 
dermine it by rejecting thoſe important truths, 
which lie at the foundation of Chriſtianity ; and 
ſurely this departure from the faith, once de- 
livered to the faints, ſhould be greatly lamen- 
ted by us. : 


I paſs on to another head of enquiry relating / ñ̃ 


to ſuperſtition and wilful ignorance. Super- 
ſtition is the off-ſpring of ignorance, and 
when perſons wilfully continue in a ſtate of 
ignorance with reſpet to the moſt important 
matters of religion, they are often given up by 
God to a judicial blindneſs of mind, which is 
productive of the groſſeſt ſuperſtitions. The 
goſpel in points abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation, 
is clear and plain, and yet how much are the 
generality of perſons _ quainted even ** 
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the very firſt principles of the Chriſtian religion? 
They will not give themſelves the trouble of 
reading the word of God, and therefore remain 
_ wholly ſtrangers to thoſe traths, which in the 
goſpel are revealed with the greateſt perſpicuity. 
Conſcience, unleſs it be quite aſleep, will not ſuf- 
fer perſons to be eaſy, without ſomewhat, which 
has at leaſt the ſhow of religion, and we 
commonly find, that they, who are moſt 
ignorant of the ſcriptures, are moſt zealous 
in performing acts of ſuperſtitious will- worſhip; 
and they, who are moſt unacquainted with 

the oracles of God, are moſt fond of obſery- 
ing the traditions of men. Shall we not up- 
on a due enquiry find, that many parts of 
this land are over-run with ſuperſtitious, 
wilful ignorance, which is the bane of all 
true religion? If we look into the corners 
of the kingdom, we ſhall meet with too great 
evidence of this melancholy truth, where the 
people fit in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of 
death, and though they have or may have 
the bible in their hands, yet they will not 
converſe with it, are exceeding loth to part 
with their old ignorance, and content them- 
ſelves with the dull formal repetition of a few 
external obſervances. | . 
It were to be wiſhed, that this wilful igno- 
rance was confined to the darker remote cor- 
ners of the land, but if we paſs hence to 
towns, and cities, and places of great reſort, 
where perſons may have larger 7 
or 
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great, who may have free acceſs to the holy 
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for gaining knowledge, we ſhall there find, 
that wilful ignorance in religious matters 


has a powerful influence upon the minds of 


men; they ſeem deſirous of continuing in dark- 
neſs, and will not grant the light of the 
goſpel an admiſſion into their underſtandings. 
Their condition is very unhappy and miſer- 
able, who by their ufurping tyrannical maſters 
are denied the liberty of reading the word of 
God, and ſurely their guilt muſt be exceeding 


ſcriptures, and yet obſtinately refuſe to converſe 
with them, and perſift in ſhutting their eyes 
againſt the light, 

This leads me to another head of enquiry 
concerning the negle& of public and private 
worſhip. Whilſt ſome through allowed igno- 
rance are brought to take up, and to reſt 
contented, with meer external obſervances, 
others, ſeem willing to caft off all appearance 
of religion, and multitudes are very muck 
ſtrangers to the worſhip of God both in pub- 
lic and private. The regard to public wor- 
ſhip perhaps never ran lower, than it does 
at the prefent day. What little notice is ge- 
nerally taken of the ſabbath? What little va- 
lue do moſt ſhew of the ordinances of Chriſt ? 
How few comparatively make conſcience of 
attending upon the means of grace? What 
an abundance of contempt is by many poured _ 
upon goſpel inſtitutions ? The royal Pfalmiſt 
rejoiced, when they faid unto him, Let us 

ALL a * 5 


20 A SERMON PREACHED-ON 


go up into the houſe of the Lord *. But 


now when perſons are called to wait upon 
God, they are ready to ſay, what a weari- 


neſs it is: What a wretched coldneſs and 


lukewarmneſs, deadneſs and indifferency, are 
viſible in the deportment of thoſe, who at 
times make an appearance in the place of 
public worſhip; and what a vaſt number 
throughout the land ſcarce ever give an 
attendance there? When there was no open 
viſion, the ordinances of Chriſt were preci- 
ous; but ſince there is a full liberty of en- 
Joying them, they are neglected and de- 
ſpiſed. Some are ſo wiſe and knowing, 
that they want no inſtruction; ſome are ſo 
great as to think themſelves to be above all 
admonition, ſome are ſo good, as to have no 
occaſion to be put in remembrance of their 
duty, and ſome are ſo attached and wedded to 
the world, that they can find no leiſure to 
wait upon God in the ways of his own ap- 
pointment. The neglect of public worſhip 
by ſome, and the contempt of it by others, 
is a growing evil which may juſtly pull 
down upon us the judgments of God. And 
may it not be added, that the neglect of fa- 
mily-worſhip is no leſs common among us? 
The prophet Jeremiah ſpeaks of God's pour- 
ing out his wrath upon the heathen, and 
upon the families, that called upon his name . 
Hence we may infer, that ſuch as live with- 
Fn | out 
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out family worſhip are liable to have the in- 
dignation of the Lord fall upon them. If 
ſo, what a woful condition muſt that nation 
be in, which principally conſiſts, and is made 
up of prayerleſs families, who never preſent 
their united requeſts and praiſes unto God? 
If a deſtroying angel ſhould paſs through 
this land, and mark all thoſe houſes for de- 
ſtruction, in which family-worſhip was not 
performed, what a general deſolation muſt 
follow upon it; and how few, comparatively, 
would eſcape? It is certain, that there is a rem- 


nant among us, who call upon God, both in 
public and private, otherwiſe the Lord would 5 


long ſince have poured out his fury upon us, 
but there is too great reaſon to fear, that the 
number of praying families among all ranks, 
and even among external profeſſors, is very 


ſmall, and therefore without a repentance and 


reformation, it may be feared, that the day of 


the Lord's anger is not at a great diſtance off. 

Another head of enquiry may have a reſpect to 
the prophaneneſs, and impieties, which abound 8 
in the land. Theſe are fo notorious, that 
they may be eaſily found without much 


ſearch. It has been often ſaid, that no na- 
tion is better furniſhed with good laws, than 


Great-Britain, and yet no nation more regard- 


leſs of the laws in force, nor can we expect, 
that it ſhould be otherwiſe, until they, who 


are entruſted with a power to puniſh offen- 


ders, are more active in the diſcharge of their 
70 duty 
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duty, and more ready to recommend the obſer- 
vation of thoſe laws by their own obedience. 
If we take a ſurvey of thoſe of an higher 
| rank, ſhall we not find the greateſt part of 
them giving a looſe to their ſinful inclinations, 
running into all manner of excefles, living in 
all kinds of debauchery, and glorying in their 
s ſhame? If we take a view of the lower 
$ ſort of people, ſhall we not find them 
for the moſt part copying after the examples 
of their ſuperiors? What a deluge of impiety 
has overſpread the land? What an open de- 
# fiance is continually given to the laws of God, 
and man? How triumphantly do the workers 
jw of iniquity go on in their wicked courſes, 
and inſtead of being aſhamed of their pro- 
phaneneſs make a mock at fin, Wherever 
ve caſt our eye, whatever part of the land 
ve look into, we behold wickedneſs abounding 
W in ſome form and ſhape or other : The moſt 
i ſhameful intemperance, the moſt blaſphemous 
i oaths, the vileſt perjuries, the baſeſt diſho- 
neſty, and the moſt abominable lewdneſs are 
vices, which greatly prevail in the nation. 
They are crying national fins, which call 
I aloud: for vengeance. £978 
I am fo far from exaggerating matters, that 
L have only given you a ſmall ſketch of thoſe 
abominable impieties which have over-flowed 
the land, and which threaten it with deftruc- 
tion. Surely upon a ſerious review of theſe 
national ſins, we may take up the * 
N 0 
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of Ifaiah over Judah and Jeruſalem, * © Ah! 


ſinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, 


a ſeed of evil doers, who have forſaken the 
Lord, and provoked the holy one of Iſrael Þ 
to anger. | 
_ [2.] Having conſidered the fins of the nation 
in general, we muſt not ſtop here, but it is 
the duty of every one to ſearch, and enquire, * 
wherein he has contributed to that com- 
mon guilt, which has expoſed the whole 
body to divine vengeance. It is too common 
for perſons to make heavy complaints of the 
wickedneſs of the times, and of the land 
in which they live, and whilſt they are 
thus complaining to be wholly regardleſs of 
their own perſonal guilt, Whilſt they la- 
ment the degeneracy of the age, they are 
apt to think themſelves to be entirely inno- 
cent. We ought to be deeply affected with 
national crimes, but let us not be unmind- 
ful of our own tranſgreſſions: The Lord by 
the prophet ſharply reproved the Jews for 
their impenitence, and for their not hun- 
bling themſelves on the account of their own par- 
ticular perſonal fins, they might perhaps in the 
general acknowledge their nation to be a ſinful 
nation, but as they were ſtrangers to ſelf- humi- 
lation, the Lord tells them +, that no man 
repented him of his wickedneſs, ſaying, what 
have I done: 


It 
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It is unqueſtionably certain, that national 
fins ought to be lamented, and bewailed, but 
it can be of no advantage to you, to declaim 
againſt the iniquities of the times, unleſs 
you ſeriouſly conſider your own finfulneſs 
and guilt, and examine, wherein the times 
may be the worſe for you. | 2 
As a nation 1s conſtituted of many indi- 
- viduals, the fins of every individual perſon in 


it make up the common national guilt, which 


has expoſed the whole body to divine ven- 
geance. Therefore when we are deprecating 
national judgments, it muſt be the duty of every 
individual perſon to bewail thoſe ſins, where- 
by he has been inſtrumental to increaſe the 
common national guilt. Here let every one 
lay his hand upon his heart, and ſeriouſly 
examine himſelf, It is certain, that all are not 
equally guilty, but perhaps upon enquiry, it 
will be found, that no one individual can 
wholly excuſe himſelf; ſome of the crying 
ſins which abound in the nation have been 
mentioned : examine, and ſee, which you are 
innocent of, and which you are chargeable 
with; perhaps you may not belong to the 
number of ſuch, as are groſs infidels, who 
reject the whole of the bible with contempt; 
but have you not renounced and deſpiſed 
ſome of the peculiar fundamental articles of the 
Chriſtian faith; perhaps you have not been 
left to deny the divine authority of the 
holy ſcriptures, and have not allowed your ſelves 
to 


THE PUBLIC FAST, Feb. 4. 1740. 25 
to treat the ſacred writings with grimace 
and banter; but have you not under-valued 
and lighted ſome of thoſe doctrines, which 
are of the utmoſt weight and conſequence to 
ſalvation? Perhaps you have not proceeded 
ſo far, as to turn the book of God into a 
jeſt, but have you not been very regardleſs of it, 
and ſuffered it to lie by in your houſes as an uſe- 
leſs, inſignificant book? have you not content= 
ed your ſelves, with an almoſt total ignorance, 
of the method of falvation by Chriſt? have 
you not wilfally ſhut your eyes againſt the 
light of the goſpel, and endeavoured to fatis- 
fy and quiet conſcience by ſome external ob- 
| ſervances? Perhaps you cannot join with 
thoſe, who ridicule the ſtrict obſervation of 
the ſabbath, and who with the moſt daring, 
barefaced impiety ſcoff at the ordinances of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; but does not conſcience teſtify 
that inſtead of remembering, you have time 
after time forgot to keep holy the ſabbath 
day? Have you not lighted public worſhip, 
and been as negligent about the means of 
grace, as if you did not believe them to be 
of divine appointment? When you ſhould have 
been waiting upon the Lord in his temple, 
have you not prophaned his holy-day either 
by taking your pleaſure abroad, or by indulg- 
ing your eaſe at home? perhaps you cannot 
venture to deſpiſe that indignation, which 
the great God, has threatned to pour forth up- 
on the families, which call not upon his 

D name, 
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name, but have you not rendered your ſelves 
obnoxious to his vengeance by a conſtant ne- 
1 of family-worſhip? Have you not ſuf- 
ered days, and months, and years, to paſs 
without performing this duty, and has there 
in this reſpect been any difference betwixt 
your families, and the families of the heathen, 
who know not God ? Perhaps you have been 
kept from a courſe of prophane ſwearing, 
but have you not been guilty of taking the 
name of God in vain? Perhaps you have not 
been permitted to belch out oaths againſt the 
God of heaven; but have you not blaſ- 
phemed thoſe ſacred names of Jeſus and 
Chriſt, by uſing them in a trifling manner? 
If any have been guilty of oppreſſion, in- 
juſtice, falſe ballances, lewdneſs, or any kind 
of impiety; if any have allowed themſelves 
in criminal exceſſes, or any of the common 
vices of the day, let them abaſe themſelves 
before the Lord, and as they have been in- 
ſtrumental to bring down national judgments by 
their ſins, let all ſuch endeavour to avert 
impending evils by a perſonal repentance 
and reformation, but there can be no ſuch a 
perſonal repentance and reformation without 
a previous deligent felf-examination. 

3. I ſhall conſider the motive brought by 
the prophet to enforce upon the Jews a ſpeedy 
compliance with this duty. — Res 

They are exhorted to enter ſpeedily upon 
the performance of it, becauſe the time of 
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their deſolation according to the threatning 
was not at a great diſtance off, and if they 
delayed ſearching and humbling themſelves 
before God, ſuch a delay might be attended 
with the moſt fatal conſequences; they muſt 
do it ſoon, that they might do it, before the 
decree is brought forth, before the day paſſed 
as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the Lord 
came upon them, before the day of the Lord's 
anger came upon them: the manner of expreſ- 
fion uſed by the prophet in this, and the former 
verſe is very emphatical, and ſtriking, and plainly 
ſhews, that at the ſame time, he was obliged to 
denounce the vengeance of God againſt them, 
he had a moſt earneſt defire to promote 
their ſalvation. In the former verſe, where 
he calls them to aſſemble and to make a 
diligent ſearch, he does with much vehe- 
mency repeat the ſummons. Gather your 
ſelves together, yea gather your elves: 
In the ſecond verſe he gives a moving 
repreſentation of approaching judgments, 
and ſpeaks of them in a variety of words, 
which were adapted to impreſs their minds 
with an awful ſenſe of the dreadfulneſs of 
that deſolation, which was ready to fall upon 
them. The prophet repreſents the execu- 
tion of the ſentence denounced againſt them 
to be the bringing forth the decree; deſcribing 
the terrible nature of the puniſhment to be 
inflicted, he calls it the fierce anger of the 
Lord, and that he might, if poſſible, ſtartle 
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them out of their ſecurity, he ſets forth the 


ſeaſon, or time, in which they were to be de- 


ſtroyed, as a day, which would paſs as the 
chaff, and as the day of the Lord's anger. 
(1.) He repreſents the execution of the ſen- 
tence, to be the bringing forth the decree. 
The moſt high God had for a long time 
been ſending his ſervants to give them warn- 


Ing of their approaching miſery, they had vilely 


abuſed his patience, and unleſs they repented, 


he was determined in a ſhort time to ſerve an 


execution upon them. The infinitely perfect 
God, is an immutable Being, and all his de- 
terminations ſhall certainly. be accompliſhed : 
there are various changes in the diſpen- 
ſations of his providence, but there is no 
change in his purpoſe. When God ſent his 
prophets to denounce judgments againſt any 
nation, or people, it was always ſuppoſed, 
that the ſentence ſhould be put in execu- 
tion, unleſs they repented, but then as we 


cannot imagine God to be uncertain, whe- 


ther they would repent, or no, it is evident, 
that in caſe a threatned people did repent, 
and thereupon judgments denounced were a- 
verted, there was no alteration in the di- 
vine purpoſe ; becauſe God had determined to 
give them repentance, and to render the 
threatnings denounced againſt them to be an 
effectual means to bring them to it. If a 
people ſlight all warnings, and Fo: ag all 
threatnings, and are thereupon de oyeds 
| their 


75 
* 
4 
ky 


TS OR ON I Ng er 


THE PUBLIC FAST, Feb. 4. 1740. 29 
their continuing in a ſtate of impenitence, 


and conſequently their deſtruction neceſſarily 


connected therewith were fore-known by God: 
on the other hand, if any nation warned, 
and threatned with heavy judgments, does re- 
pent and reform, and hereupon is preſerved 
and exempted from the calamities denounced, 
their repentance and reformation were likewiſe 
fore-known by Ged, and therefore their pre- 
ſervation from evils threatned, is ſo far from 
contradicting, that it is really a fulfilling of 
his original unalterable deſign, When God 
beſtows falvation upon a repenting people, 


he therein acts according to his immutable 
Purpoſe, which was, through the inſtrumen- 


tality of threatnings to bring them to repen- 
tance, and ſo to fave them from impending 
judgments. The purpoſe of God declared by 
the prophet concerning the deſtruction of the 


Jews by the Chaldeans, had been a long time | 


pregnant, and was now ready to bring forth, 
Therefore the prophet, with great earneſtneſe, 
urges them to repentance; but it appears 


from the iſſue, that the main body of the 


people paid no regard to divine threatnings, 
they remained as hard, and impenitent, as 
ever, and therefore at the time appointed, the | 
decree actually brought forth, and the judg- | 
ments denounced, were executed upon them. 
(2.) The prophet ſets forth the terrible na- 
ture of the puniſhment to be inilicted, by 
calling it the fierce anger of the Lord. The 


miſery 
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miſery of the impenitent Jews was not only 


to proceed from men, from fellow-mortals, 


but from the ſupreme Majeſty himſelf, whoſe | 


power is infinite, and before whom all 
creatures are as nothing, yea leſs than no- 
thing, and vanity itſelf, ſays the prophet 
Moſes. © * Who knows the power of thine 


anger, O Lord, according to thy fear, ſo is 
The puniſhment denounced 


thy wrath. 
againſt the impenitent Jews, was to be in- 
flicted upon them by the Almighty as their 
incenſed enemy, and avenger ; and when the 
decree brought forth, they were to have not 
barely the anger, but even the fierceneſs of 
his anger come upon them, and what words 


can be more full of terror, ſurely if they had not 
had rocky, adamantine hearts, they could not 


have been unaffected with them. The anger 
of the Lord had been long kindled againſt 
them, and upon the bringing forth of the de- 


cree, it was to fall upon them with a ven- 


geance, they were then to have judgment with- 
out mercy, and pure wrath without mixture. 
(3.) The time and ſeaſon, in which their 
deſtruction was to be accompliſhed is repre- 
ſented, as being a day, which paſſes as the 


chaff, and is faid to be the day of the Lord's 
the dreadful ſentence was 


anger. When 
put in execution, then the day was to paſs 


as the chaff, when once their deſtruc- 


tion began, it was ſoon to be compleated, 
and 
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and as the light chaft is ſuddenly, and with 
great impetuoſity, driven before the wind, 
ſo theſe rebellious Jews being empty of all 


good, were, upon the day of their viſitation, 
to be hurried into captivity. The day, in 
which the deſolating judgments denounced 


were to fall upon them, is called, the day 
of the Lord's anger, to ſignify, that it was 
the day, in which God would diſplay the 
glory of his avenging juſtice, and the exceed- 


ing greatneſs of his power in the deſtruction 


of his unrelenting implacable enemies. 
Should it be faid, what concern have we 
with the judgments and deſolations, which 


befel the Jewiſh nation? I anſwer, the hi- 


ſtorical account in ſcripture of their provo- 
cations and judgments, is recorded for our 
admonition and warning: the nation of the 
Jews was highly favoured of God, and ſo is 


ours; it was a nation diſtinguiſhed from other 
parts of the world, by the many ſpiritual 
privileges granted to them, and ſo is ours; it 


was a nation remarkably infamous for its in- 
fidelity and prophaneneſs, ingratitude, and re- 
bellion, and ſo is ours. Seeing then there is 
ſuch a great reſemblance betwixt them, and 
us, both with reſpe& to our mercies and our 
provocations, have we not juſt reaſon to 
fear, that without a timely repentance, we 


ſhall feel the like terrible effects of God's 


fiery indignation ? Great-Britain has been long 
the darling of a kind indulgent providence ; 


our 
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our deſtruction has ſometimes ſeemed inevitable, 
God has often appeared in a miraculous way for 
our defence and protection; but if we perſiſt 
in our prophaneneſs, and in our abuſe of 
goſpel light, we may be aſſured, that the 
day of the Lord's fierce anger will come 
upon us, and there ſhall be none to deli- 
ver. f 

II. I ſhould now proceed to the ſecond 
branch of the text, which contains the addreſs 
of the prophet to the ſerious, humble, and 
pious, ' that were to be found in this rebel- 
lious nation, Seek the Lord all ye meek of 
the earth, or of the land, which have wrought 
his judgment, ſeck righteouſneſs, ſeek meek- 
neſs, it may be, ye ſhall be hid in the day of 
the Lord's anger. Having ſo largely inſiſted 
on the firſt verſe, I muſt be brief in the 
conſideration of this. In this addreſs we may 
take notice of the duties exhorted to, and of 
an encouraging motive to a vigorous perfor- 
mance of them. 35 

1. We may take notice of the duties, which 
the meek of the land are exhorted to engage 
in. 


The nation in general, was a nation not de- 
ſired, exceedingly corrupt, and polluted, but 
(as bad as it was) there was a remnant among 
them, that had wrought judgment, that were 
pious, meek, and ſerious, and who had by 
divine grace kept themſelves from being in- 

> TS tected 
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fected with the abominable wickedneſs, which 
had overſpread the land; the far greater part 
of them were hardened in their impieties, 
and the prophet had little room to think, 
that his applications to them would be at- 
tended with any ſucceſs, and therefore leav- 
ing them, he addreſſes himſelf to the happy 
few, who were of another, and better ſpirit. 
It appears from the character, which they 
bear, that they were not of that unyielding 
ſpirit, which the majority of the nation were 
remarkable for, and the exhortation being di- 
rected to them, ſhews, that altho they were 
endowed with many good qualities, yet they 
ought not to imagine, that they had attained to 
perfection, but ſhould endeavour to grow and 
improve in' the exerciſe of grace, and in the 
practice of new obedience. bs hi 

(1.) They are exhorted to ſeek the Lord, 
or to ſeek his favour, and an intereſt in his 
gracious protection. 

When the carnal Jews were in trouble, and 


in danger from their enemies, they went down 
into Egypt, ſtayed on horſes, and truſted in 


chariots, becauſe they were many, and ſtrong, 
and at the ſame time they forgot to look and 
ſeek to the Lord, the holy one of Ifrael * ; 
but true | believers eſteem it both their duty, 
and intereſt, ' to take God for their portion, 
and to make him their refuge. The Lord 

'E is 


„. x6. I, 
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is good to them, who ſeek, and look for him *. 
The royal Pfalmiſt crieth out with an holy 
wonder and admiration +, Ho great is thy 
_ goodneſs, which thou haſt wrought out for 
them that truſt in thee, before the ſons of 
men.“ As it was the practice of David, fo 
it is, and ſhould be, the practice of all good 
men, in time of trouble to ſeek to God as 
their high fortreſs, and the rock of their ſal- 
vation, If you take God for your portion and 
refuge, you will be prepared for the moſt 
ſhocking events of providence. Seek the Lord 
in a way of faith, truſt, and dependance, and 
then you ſhall be fafe in the midſt of the moſt 
terrible convulſions of ſtates and kingdoms, 
Hearken to the advice of the prophet Iſaiah r, 
© Truſt in the Lord for ever, for with the 
Lord Jehovah there is everlaſting ſtrength.” 
He is the rock of ages, and if you rely upon 
him you ſhall not be diſappointed &; the 
good man is not afraid of evil tidings, his 
heart is fixed truſting in the Lord. When 
national affairs have a dark aſpect, and the 
Lord hides his face from the houſe of Jacob, 
then wait on the Lord, and look for him 
in the way of his judgments ||. We are in 
an eſpecial manner required to ſeek the Lord in 
a way of prayer and ſupplication, whilſt we 
are truſting in God, we muſt. pour out our 
1 | 7 hearts 


Lam. iii. 14. + Pal. xxxi. 19. 4 Ia. xxvi. 
$ Pal. cxii. 7. j Ifa. viii. 17. ? i 1 
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hearts before him *. If we call upon him in 
the day of trouble, he will return an anſwer 
of peace +, God has riches of mercy in ſtore 
for his people, however he will be enquired 
after for thefe things, and he will be found of 
thoſe, who ſeek him with the whole heart 4. 

(2.) The meek of the land are exhorted to 
to ſeek righteouſneſs; the term righteouſneſs 
m this text is by ſome underſtood of the 
righteonſneſs of juſtification, and by others, 
of the righteouſneſs of ſanctification, I can 
ſee no reafon, why both may not be included. 
If we ſeek, and obtain a clear, full evi- 
þ dence of our having an intereſt in the juſti- 
| fying righteoufneſs of Chriſt we ſhall find 
bim to be a covert from the tempeſt, and as the 
ſhadow of a great rock in a weary land §. 
If we know affuredly that Jeſus Chriſt is 
the Lord our righteouſneſs, we may hence 
derive an abundance of ſupport, and comfort 
m a ſeaſon of the moſt grievous temporal 
calamities. It is alſo needful to ſeek the righte- 
ouſs of ſanctification; when the judgments of 
God' are abroad in the earth, and ſeem ready 
to take hold on us, we are thereby called to 
learn righteonſnefs, and the greater progreſs 
we make in the ways of holineſs and new 
obedience, the better prepared we ſhall be for the 
moſt afflitive diſpenſations of providence. Let 
= fuch, as profeſs themſelves to be the ſervants of 
f e e t 45 ac Pon 


* pfal. Iii. 8. + Pſal. xci. 15. 1 Jer. xxix. 15. 
Ia. xxxi. _ | 
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God be exhorted toabound in, and to be zealous 
of good works, Reſt not contented with thoſe 
meaſures of purity, which you have attained 
to, but endeayour to grow in holineſs, be 
more diligent in watching, over your own 
corrupt hearts, more circumſpect in your walk, 


more ſpiritual in your converſation, more 


ſtrict in the obſervation of the ſabbath, more 
conſtant in the private and ſecret duties of 
religion, more frequent and ſerious in con- 
verſing with the holy ſcriptures, more care- 
ful to abſtain from all appearance of evil, and 
more exemplary in the whole of your deport- 
ment. Whilſt you are thus ſeeking righte- 
ouſneſs, you may hope, that the Lord will be 


a God nigh to you, and fit you for the 


darkeſt events of providence. 
(.) They are exhorted to ſeek meekneſs. 
This frame and diſpoſition of ſpirit is always 
highly uſeful and neceſſary, but never more 
ſo, than in a day of trouble, as it tends to recon- 


cile us to the Whole providential will of God. 


Therefore when the judgments of God ſeem 
to be nigh falling upon the land, in which 


you dwell, let ſuch of you as have in ſome 
meaſure obtained a ſpirit of meekneſs, en- 
deayour to grow in this grace; the more 
you are endowed; with a meek ſpirit, the 
leſs inclined you will be to repine and mur- 
mur at the correcting hand of God, and 


* 


the more patiently you will bear the indig- 
Eo nation 
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nation of the Lord *: The Lord is righteous | 
in all his ways, and holy in all his works; 
when he puniſhes a nation in general, or 
when he cauſes his judgments to fall upon 


particular perſons, he does puniſh them far 


leſs, then their iniquities deſerve, ' and to 


thoſe, who are endowed with a ſpirit of 


meekneſs, this is a filencing conſideration, | 
Such as are deſtitute of this ſpirit, are ever 
quarrelling with God in à day of trouble, | 
as if he were unrighteous in taking ven- 


geance, but the more any perſons are par- 


takers of a meek and humble ſpirit, the 
more reſigned they are to the will of God, 
and the more ready to ſubmit to all the 


diſpenſations of his providence. . 


2. I ſhall take ſome notice of the en- 
couraging motive to excite . ſerious humble 
believers to a vigorous performance of theſe; 
duties. It may be, you ſhall be hid in the 
day the Lord's anger.” In a day of general ca- 
lamity the faithful ſervants of God have indeed 
no abſolute promiſe, upon which they can build 


a a certain expectation of a temporal preſervation ; 


however, the moſt likely way to have an intereſt 
in God's gracious protection is to be diligent} 
and conſtant in his ſervice, The promiſes} 
relating to the eternal ſtate of believers are 
certain and abſolute, there can be no room 
to queſtion their being for ever happy in a] 
future ſtate, for the mercy, truth, power, 


* Lam. iii. 39. 


4 
1 


5 
s 
; 


q 


N 


n 
1 
11 
i 
3 


38 A SERMON PREACHED ON 
| and all the perſections of God are engaged 
to fecure their eternal ineſs; it is uncer- 
tain indeed, what their lot may be in com- 
mon calamities, but they have reaſon to hope, 

r their God will find an Oy 
1 chem. The poſſibility hereof ſhould encourage 
| them to keep on in the exerciſe of every 
| grace, and in the practice of every goſpel 
EK duty, committing themſelves to the provi- 
| dential care of God, and entruſting all their 
Wl concerns, with him, who in ſending national 
8 has fornetimes been pleaſed to ma- 

reticular regard unto his faithful 

whatever uncertainties believers 
E be put to, with refpe& to temporal fa- 
| vours, they may be fully aſſured of this, 
. all events ſhalt at laſt iſſue in their 
I cternal good; and howſoever God may fee fit 
Ito deal with them with regard to temporal 
IN: they may depend upon their be- 
ng ſaved in that great terrible day of the Lord, 
eben all the nations of the world hall 
nd before him 
Fhus I have endeavoured to explain and im- 
the ſeveral branches of the text, J have 
rſed on them for the moſt part in a prac- 
2 way, and in a way adapted to anſwer the 
2 of our preſent meeting. The whole 
tion is on this day gathered together in obe- 
ace to the juſt command of our Sovereign; 
dur national 885 are exceedingly heineus, and 


as our danger 1s exceeding great ; but 
55 if 
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if with broken hearts we confeſs our fins, | 
and turn from our evil ways, who knows, | 
but God may turn from his fierce anger that | 


we periſh not. 


The CONCLUSION. 


In my entrance upon the diſcourſe I ob- 
ſerved, that we have already taſted of the 
the judgments of God in the late uncom- 
monly ſevere ſeaſon, which occaſioned ſuch 
a ſcarcity of proviſion, as brought thouſands 
of families into the utmoſt diſtreſs, the war 
depending is indeed highly neceſſary, but it 
muſt be looked upon as a national calamity, 
as it obſtructs our trade and commerce. We 
may be ready to promiſe ourſelves certain 

victory over our enemies, but God may cha- 
ſtiſe us for our preſumptuous confidence, and 
other ſins, by ſuffering us to fall into their 
hands. The ancient Jews were a potent peo- 
ple, but when they rebelled againſt God, 
they were ſpoiled, and trodden down by the 
king of Aſſyria the rod of his anger. | 

Let us ſearch and try our ſelves, and let us 
return to the Lord from whom we have 
revolted; when we conſider ſeriouſly the 
growth of infidelity, prophaneneſs, and im- 
piety, among us in this land, what vile con- 
tempt is caſt upon the holy ſcriptures, how ! 
much the ſabbath is prophaned, how much | 
the ordinances of Chriſt are deſpiſed, how | 
much 


= 
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much family-worſhip is neglected, and laid aſide; 


and with great earneſtneſs beg of God to 


the judgments which we have deſerved. 
Let us not content ourſelves with a bare 
general acknowledgment of the fins of the 
day, and nation ; but let'every one conſider, 
how much he has contributed to the com- 
mon guilt, and humble himſelf before God 
on account of his own perſonal ſins, where- 
in he has been inſtrumental to pull down 
WW the wrath of God upon the land. 
There can be no room to expect a na- 
tional deliverance, unleſs there a be national re- 
pentance and reformation ; nor can there be 
a national repentance, unleſs individuals are 
perſuaded to think on their ways, and to 
turn unto the Lord, When God by the pro- 
phet invited the rebellious Jews to return unto 
him, they ' replied with great perverſeneſs 
and obſtinacy, © Wherein ſhall we return *. 


7 
U 
n 


they refuſed to own their guilt, and pretended, 
that there was no occaſion to exhort them to 
return, We have forfeited the divine pro- 
tection by our ſinfulneſs and ingratitude : 
our abuſe of goſpel light, our horrid propha- 
nation of ſacred. things, our heinous impieties, 
our oaths and blaſphemies, licentiouſneſs and im- 
moralities, teſtify againſt this land, and nothing 
I | e 
* Mal. iii. 5. 


let us be covered with ſhame and confuſion, 


turn us from our ſins, that we may eſcape 


Their hearts were hardened in their impieties, 
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but infinite patience has hitherto ſuſpended 
the ſtroke of divine vengeance. All Europe 
ſeems now to be in a commotion. It is 
unknown to us, what is in the womb of 
providence, but we have great reaſon to fear, 
that without a ſpeedy repentance the moſt 
High will &er long make this nation a mo- 
nument of his vindictive juſtice. 
Perhaps you may be ready to imagine, that 
the nation, with whom we are immediately _ 
contending, is ſo inferior to us in naval 
power, that we are in no danger of being 
overcome. Suppoling, we are in this reſped 
vaſtly ſuperior to them, yet let me tell you, 
that when God has a controverſy with a land, 
and has determined the deſtruction of it, he 
can never want inſtraments to accompliſh 
his deſign, and the weakeſt ſhall be capable 
of doing it, when they receive a commiſſion 
from him. Therefore inſtead of glorying in 
our own ſtrength, let us humble our ſelves 
before the Lord, that our iniquities may not 
prove our ruin, and let-us cry mightily to 
God to give us a victory over them, who 
endeavour to compaſs our ruin and deſtrue- 
tion. | 

Go, and ſee, what an angry God has done 
to other nations, and conſider what terrible 
judgments and devaſtations have befallen other 
countries for the ſins of thoſe, that have 
dwelt therein. The wiſeſt councils, the moſt 


politic ſchemes, the moſt couragious officers, 
| F the 
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the moſt powerful fleet, are not able to pro- 
tect a people, when the Lord of hoſts 1s 


departed from them. National fins unre- 
pented of are the very worſt, and moſt dan- 


gerous of all enemies, and will certainly in 
the . iſſue reduce the moſt flouriſhing king- 
dom into utter ruin, Let us then return 
to the Lord, and he will return to us, fight 
our battles for us, and be a wall of protec- 
tion round about us. 
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